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NEW MINSTRY NORMAL
Matthew 9:1-17
Matthew 9:1 "And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city." 

Matthew 9:2 "And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." 
In the last chapter, Jesus had been asked to leave when He delivered the demoniac man. He didn't argue with the people. He just got in a boat and came back across the Sea of Galilee to more familiar territory. 
Matthew 8:34  And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart out of their coasts.
Many in Galilee had seen His miracles and heard his teachings on the Mount of Beatitudes. When He arrived back, some people were waiting, and brought to Him a man sick of the Palsy.  Palsy is a disease similar to a short circuit in the brain and nervous system. A shorter form of paralysis, it is the loss of sensation or power of motion in any part of the body. Jesus and the apostles healed many individuals from this condition. (Matthew 4:24; 8:5-13; 9:2-7; Mark 2:3-11; Luke 7:2-10; John 5:5-7; Acts 8:7; 9:33,34). This man’s palsy had advanced so that this man was unable to walk. Not only did the man have faith that Jesus could heal him, but his friends had faith, as well (the ones who brought him). Observance of collective faith always activates divine healing. The accounting of Jesus healing the paralytic is told here and here and two other places in the gospels. In all three accounts, “Jesus saw their faith” and then the paralytic man’s sins are forgiven.  The unified faith of five men provides supernatural healing and forgiveness for one man. 

Mark 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.
Luke 5:20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. 
Matthew 9:3 "And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This [man] blasphemeth." 

They did not recognize Jesus for who He really was. They were familiar with the law and knew that it taught that only God can forgive sins. The reason they thought that Jesus blasphemed, was that they saw Him as a man. To impersonate God is blasphemy, but He was not an impersonator. He was, is, and always will be God. 
Matthew 9:4 "And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?" 
Matthew 9:5 "For whether is easier, to say, [Thy] sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?" 

Matthew 9:6 "But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house." 

The scribes did not just come right out and accuse Jesus out loud. They were afraid the mobs whom Jesus had healed, would attack them, if they said anything to Him. These accusations were just thoughts in their hearts. Jesus knew their thoughts and their hearts and spoke to the doubt there. This act was evidence of who He is and, also, of His power. When this power commands, it happens, as we see in verse 7. 

Matthew 9:7 "And he arose, and departed to his house." 

Matthew 9:8 "But when the multitudes saw [it], they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men." 

Again here, we see the fact that these people related Jesus to all the other prophets. They did not really know who He was. They did have the right idea. "they glorified God". This man had such a dramatic healing, that he walked home for everybody to see. Jesus had come from a childhood of obscurity to a time of popularity because of His miracles. 

Matthew 9:9 "And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him." 

Tax collectors were hated by the people. Matthew, we will learn later, was, also, called Levi. He was, probably, a man of means. He was surely a publican himself. Very little was written in the Scriptures about Matthew. It is accepted that this was the same Matthew that wrote
the book of Matthew. Jesus was, probably, already acquainted with Matthew. At any rate, Matthew did not question when Jesus told him to follow him. He just obeyed. This call was even harder than most, because Matthew had to give up the opportunity to make even more money than he already had. He would lose his position of authority, as well. This shows that nothing is more important than following Jesus. If necessary, we too, should be willing to give up all, and follow Him. 

Matthew 9:10 "And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples." 

Matthew 9:11 "And when the Pharisees saw [it], they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?" 

Here, we see Jesus associating with these hated Roman tax collectors and people who knew none of the Jewish law. Even if they did, they would not have practiced the law; because they were idolaters. To the Pharisees, they would have been unclean spiritually. A Pharisee would have nothing at all to do with them. These Pharisees were afraid of Jesus, so they asked the disciples. Jesus knew in His heart their evil intentions, and instead of letting the disciples answer this accusation, He answered for Himself. 

Matthew 9:12 "But when Jesus heard [that], he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick." 

Matthew 9:13 "But go ye and learn what [that] meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

Righteous people are already saved. They do not need to be saved. If you are not sick, you do not need to go to the doctor. Jesus did not come to change the law He came to fulfill the law. Self-righteous is different from righteous. To be righteous, we must be in right standing with God. Jesus brought the message of hope to a dying and sinful world. He provided the way out for those who were lost. His message is a message of good news (gospel). When He said He would have mercy and not sacrifice, it meant, He provided the sacrifice for us. He is the perfect Lamb sacrifice. Through His mercy and grace, we receive it. Not of ourselves that we might boast, but through faith in Him. 
Matthew 9:14 "Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?" 

Jesus is the Groom of the bride of Christ. There is no mourning and sadness preparing for a wedding. John the Baptist preached repentance and people who are repentant weep and mourn. You can easily see why John's disciples would fast. They were repenting, seeking for the Saviour. The Pharisees remind me of some christians today. They believe you have to do specific things to be saved (penance). The followers of Jesus were rejoicing and happy, because the salvation that Jesus offered was a free gift. As long as the gift was there, it was hard to be sorrowful. 

Matthew 9:15 "And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast." 

The children of the bridechamber refers to the wedding guests. In Matthew 22:1-14 (The Parable of the Wedding Banquet) the bible teaches that Jesus is the groom, the church is His bride and the wedding guests are the house of Israel. When Jesus is not here with us physically, we will be as John's disciples in the previous verse. It will be necessary to fast for strength and power from God. We are all in a state of mourning now, waiting for that great day when the Groom will come for His bride. 

Matthew 9:16 "No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse." 

Matthew 9:17 "Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved." 

This was a very profound statement, that we will, probably, never be able to fully understand, until the Lord returns. My best understanding is that Jewish people did not accept the teachings of Jesus, because they were so full of the law, there were no room for the Spirit. To me "putting new wine into new bottles" was speaking of the Christians being filled with the Holy Spirit (wine) and being saved. This putting the material together, new and old, could be speaking of how hard it is for the Jews and Gentiles to worship together. If a group of new Christians try witnessing to Jewish people, they will listen, if you call Jesus the Messiah. We, Christians, are looking for our Saviour; the Jews are looking for their King. The same, but just two different views of Him. 
QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus say to the man sick of the palsy?
2. What did the scribes say within themselves about Jesus?
3. What did Jesus say of the scribes?
4. What was Jesus showing them that He had power on earth to do?
5. What instruction did Jesus give the sick of the palsy?
6. What did the multitude do, when they saw this miracle?
7. What did Matthew have before Jesus called him?
8. Who ate with Matthew and Jesus?
9. Who did Jesus say needed a physician?
10. What did Jesus say He would have in place of sacrifice?
11. Who has Jesus called to repentance?
12. Why did the disciples of Jesus not fast?
13. What does putting new wine in old bottles mean?
14. What does putting a piece of new cloth in an old garment means?
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