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JUDGMENT, THE RIGHTEOUS, 

AND THE WICKED
Proverbs 12
Proverbs 12:1 "Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof [is] brutish."

A person who loves instruction grows into a very intelligent being. I believe part of the instruction meant here is instruction in right living. We are eager to learn God's ways, we quickly see sins in our life and repent. The greatest knowledge that we can have is to know God and his Word. "Brutish" means acting like a beast who does not accumulate knowledge. If we are not eager to learn of God, we are like a beast without a conscience.
Proverbs 12:2 "A good [man] obtaineth favour of the LORD: but a man of wicked devices will he condemn."

A good man is seeking to please God instead of himself. The Lord is pleased with this. A wicked man is always trying to figure out ways to do evil. God will not approve of evil in any fashion. God condemns evil every time.

Proverbs 12:3 "A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the root of the righteous shall not be moved."

When you see a righteous man, it is like looking at a giant oak tree with deep, deep roots. We will not be easily moved even though the winds of false doctrine be strong. Even in the parable of the sowing of the seed in the 8th chapter of Luke, Jesus tells us the seed that fell on good ground had good roots and brought forth much fruit. You know the wicked man doesn't even bother to see the seed at all.
Luke 8:5-18 (KJV) 
5  A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 
6  And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. 
7  And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 
8  And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
9  And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? 
10  And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 
11  Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
12  Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
13   They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 
14  And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 
15  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 
16   No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light. 
17  For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad. 
18  Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.
Proverbs 12:4 "A virtuous woman [is] a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed [is] as rottenness in his bones."

We see, here, how important it is for a woman to be upright. Not only for her own good and welfare, but so her family will not be ashamed of her. Her husband can be very proud of her, because she will not make him ashamed of her. It would crown him for her to be totally faithful to him. In the spirit teaching on this verse, Jesus is coming back for a chaste virgin (the true believers) to be His bride. Nothing is worse than an unfaithful wife. She brings torment and shame to her husband, her family, and herself.

Proverbs 12:5 "The thoughts of the righteous [are] right: [but] the counsels of the wicked [are] deceit."

A righteous person thinks of things that are correct. His ways are the ways of God. His thoughts are truthful and fair. The wicked are deceivers, trying to convince others that lies are truth. Not only are they deceiving others, but the people who council them are deceivers, as well. They believe a lie and try to convince others to believe lies.

Proverbs 12:6 "The words of the wicked [are] to lie in wait for blood: but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them."

Wicked people lie in wait to destroy someone else for selfish gain. False accusations many times cause a person to kill someone who is totally innocent. The upright speak words of life not death.

Proverbs 12:7 "The wicked are overthrown, and [are] not: but the house of the righteous shall stand."

Tribulations comes to all; but the wicked cannot stand up to trials, because they have no source of strength (Jesus) to rely upon. A righteous person will stand firm in adversity knowing that God will see him through.
Proverbs 12:8 "A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised."

If you know not to sin and go ahead and sin anyway, you are more guilty than someone who sins not knowing that it is sin.
Hebrews 6:4-6 (KJV) 
4  For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
5  And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
6  If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

We must walk in our salvation after we receive it. We must not go back into worldly sin, but must have the desire in our heart to walk uprightly before God. There has been much said in our society today about perversion. Perversion of any kind is terrible, but when it becomes a way of life with you, it is perversion of the heart. He, truly, who has a perverted heart will be despised. Perversion has to do with unnatural sex or extreme extent of sin.

Proverbs 12:9 "[He that is] despised, and hath a servant, [is] better than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread."

This Scripture above is speaking of someone of some means (enough to have a servant) who is not liked by people. The second person is someone who has nothing to be proud of, and yet is bragging about himself all the time. He is so down trodden that he can't even feed himself and yet he is a braggart. He constantly tells everyone how wonderful he is. At least the first man was not dependant on someone else to provide for his food. As bad as the first man is, he is better off than the second.
Proverbs 12:10 "A righteous [man] regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked [are] cruel."

Show me a man who is cruel to animals, and I will show you a wicked man. God showed mercy to animals when He told the man to rest his animals on the sabbath, as well as resting himself. Man rules over the animals, and God made the animals to serve man; but an animal you feed well and care for, will work better for you. People who love God love people as well; and are kind to animals who are dependent on them. A wicked person does not love God, or man, and is cruel to animals who cannot help themselves.
Proverbs 12:11 "He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain [persons is] void of understanding."

Someone who works his fields with his hands shall not go hungry, but someone who does not want to work and is always looking for short cuts to take, really does not understand God's principles and may not eat. There are no short cuts. Those who work eat, and those who do not work, do without.
Proverbs 12:12 "The wicked desireth the net of evil [men]: but the root of the righteous yieldeth [fruit]."

We see, in this Scripture above, the righteous produce fruit pleasing unto God. A workman who needeth not to be ashamed is a righteous person. It seems to me the wicked here are trying to set a trap to get something that they have not worked for. Ill-gotten gain is soon gone.

Proverbs 12:13 "The wicked is snared by the transgression of [his] lips: but the just shall come out of trouble."

Transgression of the lips would be lies. When you tell a lie, it usually calls for another lie to cover up the first; and pretty soon, the liar is trapped because they cannot remember all the lies and keep them straight. The just person tells the truth. There is no problem for this person to remember. They just tells the facts and the truth wins out every time. The just have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. 

Proverbs 12:14 "A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of [his] mouth: and the recompence of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him."

We see here, that speaking can produce fruit. A minister who tells others about Jesus can produce much fruit for God with words that come from the minister's mouth. 
I Corinthians 1:21 "For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe."

You see, preaching produces fruit for the kingdom. In the last part of this, we see recompense (rewards) comes from men working with their own hands.

Proverbs 12:15 "The way of a fool [is] right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel [is] wise."

We discussed before that a fool is lacking in understanding. In second 

II Timothy 3:2 "For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,"

This is describing self-centered people who will not listen to good counsel, but thinks the world revolves around them. We are told in II Timothy that this will be the condition of the people of the world in the end times. Lucifer had this attitude in heaven and God threw him out. Secular humanism and many modern teachings of even some of the churches are teaching that man can become God. To think too highly of ourselves makes us a fool. We must heed the counsel of God to be wise. His counsel is the Bible. Wise counsels teach the Bible ways.

Proverbs 12:16 "A fool's wrath is presently known: but a prudent [man] covereth shame."

This is commonly known as "loosing your temper". Someone lacking in understanding (fool) gets mad before he even knows what the problem is. We are warned in the Bible not to get angry without a cause and to not let the sun go down on our anger. A prudent man, or perhaps a careful man, thinks it out before he goes off head strong.

Proverbs 12:17 "[He that] speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit."

He That speaketh truth has truth in his heart. Jesus is the Truth. Someone (in right standing) righteous always speaks truth because it is in his heart. 
Luke 6:45 "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh." 
You see, the truth is righteous and deceit is evil.

Proverbs 12:18 "There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise [is] health."

We see here, people hurt by piercings words. More people are hurt by their so called friends and family saying cutting things than by actual wounds inflicted. Their words cut your heart like a sword being pushed through you. The tongue is like a weapon. It can destroy or build up. The tongue is the most evil part of the body until it is totally turned over to God, and then it can be like a healing balm. A wise person can use the tongue to build up a person
.

Proverbs 12:19 "The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue [is] but for a moment." 
Proverbs 12:20 "Deceit [is] in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counselors of peace [is] joy."

Lies are soon found out and do not last. A runaway imagination is a very dangerous thing. Imagination is not truth but just like deceit it is a lie. Joy and peace go hand in hand. Peace makers bring joy to themselves and everyone around them.

Proverbs 12:21 "There shall no evil happen to the just: but the wicked shall be filled with mischief."

We see the mischief here as the evil that happens to the wicked as a result of their sin. The just person is not subject to the actions of the devil. The devil would have to get the Lord's permission (for some momentary trial) to afflict a Christian. We are not the devil's property, we are the Lord's. Everything that happens to a Christian has a purpose. The Lord sometimes allows a tribulation to come to make us stronger, but the devil cannot bring trouble on us without the Lord's permission. If we are Christians. Job is a very good example of this.

Proverbs 12:22 "Lying lips [are] abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly [are] his delight."

We see that lying is a terrible sin in the sight of God. In the second part of this statement, we see the truth is greatly loved by God. Not only is it important to speak truth, but also it is important to deal truthfully. It is not enough just to speak Christianity, but we must live it every day.

Proverbs 12:23 "A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness."

An intelligent, cautious man waits for the correct moment to reveal what he knows about a particular thing. He doesn't just tell everyone what he knows. It’s always has been interesting to me how people love to talk about things they know nothing about. That is what the fool is doing here. His lack of knowledge is not keeping him from talking, and he is talking of things he knows not of.
Proverbs 12:24 "The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be under tribute."

We see, here, again, that hard work will get you promoted and you will rule over those who are too lazy to work. Tribute is a little like taxes. We see again, that hard work pays off.

Proverbs 12:25 "Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it glad."

When a person is worried, they do have a tendency to hang their head low.

Matthew 26:37, we see that even Jesus was troubled facing the death on the cross. 
Matthew 26:37 "And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy."

When we are extremely sad or worried, we are said to have a heavy heart. We are also warned about too much worry. We are told to take no thought for what we are to say, that God will fill our ears and mouth with what we are to say. We are also taught that we should live one day at a time and not worry about tomorrow. Someone who says nice things to others makes them have a glad heart.
Proverbs 12:26 "The righteous [is] more excellent than his neighbour: but the way of the wicked seduceth them."

A Christian is not only valuable to God, but is valuable to his community, as well. He is a good citizen who obeys the laws of the land. His brothers call him blessed, because he loves them as he loves himself; and he helps them every day he can. He even witnesses to his neighbors about the Lord and helps them to be Christians too. The wicked are not so. The wicked are constantly getting into all kinds of trouble. They want what the neighbors have. They also cause the neighbors great problems. They are not satisfied with going bad themselves but try to lead others into sin, as well. You can easily see the difference in these 2 very different ways of life. The Christian's way brings peace and joy, and the wicked's way brings hate and destruction.

Proverbs 12:27 "The slothful [man] roasteth not that which he took in hunting: but the substance of a diligent man [is] precious."

My husband has always taught our sons and their sons that is alright to hunt and fish, but you must not kill anything you do not intend to eat. To kill for sport alone is evil. God made animals, birds, and fish for meat for man's table not to destroy for the fun of it. The second half of the verse above indicates that the substance a good man acquires is gotten honestly and fairly through hard work and is precious to him. He doesn't waste, he regards everything he acquires as a gift from God and is a good steward of what is entrusted to him.

Proverbs 12:28 "In the way of righteousness [is] life; and [in] the pathway [thereof there is] no death."

Being in right standing with God (having righteousness) does bring a fuller life here and brings life eternal with Jesus. The second death has no power on this person. The 22 chapter of Revelation gives us a beautiful picture of what it will be like where this type of person spends all of eternity. 
Revelation 22:1 "And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb."

Revelation 22:2 "In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, [was there] the tree of life, which bare twelve [manner of] fruits, [and] yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree [were] for the healing of the nations." 
Revelation 22:3 "And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:" 
Go ahead and read the rest of chapter 22. It is beautiful. No one would want to miss this glorious life in heaven with Jesus Christ our Lord.

QUESTIONS
1. Whoso loveth instruction loveth ____________.

2. He that hateth reproof is __________.
3. What kind of instruction is probably meant in verse 1?
4. What does "Brutish" Mean?
5. What is a virtuous woman to her husband in verse 4?
6. The counsel of the wicked are __________.
7. False accusations sometimes cause what?
8. The words of the upright bring _______, not ______.
9. What does a perverse heart mean?
10. A workman who needeth not to be ashamed is a _________.
11. What is meant by "the wicked desireth the net of evil men"?
12. What is transgression of the lips?
13. Does a fool feel that his ways are wrong?
14. Who is wise in verse 15?
15. Who was thrown out of heaven because he was self-centered?
16. What is a fool's wrath commonly called?
17. What is speaking bad things compared to in verse 18?
18. Kind words bring what in verse 18?
19. In verse 21, we see the wicked are filled with what?
20. Who does the devil have to get permission from to attack a Christian?
21. In verse 24, we see that who rules?
22. When we are extremely sad or worried, we are said to have what?
23. Who is a Christian valuable to besides God?
24. The Christian's way brings peace, but the wicked's way brings what?
25. In the way of righteousness is _________.
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