August 24, 2022
BIBLE STUDY

Refuge Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc.

601 NW 2nd Street, Gainesville, FL 32601; 352.336.7602
Web Site: www.RefugeGainesville.org
Bishop M. Ruel McCoy, Sr., Servant / Shepherd
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Genesis 42:1-38
Genesis 42:1-2 
1 "Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another?" 

2 "And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not die." 

The famine extended to Canaan “the promised land”, where Jacob and his sons still lived. The fame of Egypt's great fortune had spread. Hearing that there was grain in Egypt, Jacob sent his sons to go down there and buy some so that they would not die. Word had filtered back even to Joseph's family, that there was food for sale in Egypt. Suddenly nothing was important, except finding food to keep their families alive. Now this family had not heard from Joseph in twenty years. The brothers assumed that Joseph was dead by now. They had forgotten that they sent Joseph to be sold into Egypt. Of course, the father had been convinced that Joseph was dead. 

Genesis 42:3-5 
3 "And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt." 
4 "But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall him." 

5 "And the sons of Israel came to buy [corn] among those that came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan." 

What a surprising turn of events. Here these, who sold him, were coming for help. Note ten brethren.  "Ten" means world government. Jacob had lost his favorite son, Joseph. Jacob, however, did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers because he didn’t trust the brothers to protect him. He had already lost Joseph under suspicious circumstances, and he refused to lose the other son of his beloved Rachel. Ordinarily, these Hebrews would not have anything to do with Egyptians, if they had a choice. 

Genesis 42:6-11 
6 "And Joseph [was] the governor over the land, [and] he [it was] that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him [with] their faces to the earth." 
7 "And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them; and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy food." 

8 "And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him."

9 "And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye [are] spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come." 

10 "And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants come." 

11 "We [are] all one man's sons; we [are] true [men], thy servants are no spies." 

When Joseph’s brothers arrived in Egypt and bowed down before him, he knew his dream of the stars bowing to him had finally come to fruition. Joseph saw in their actions the fulfillment of his dreams so many years before. After twenty years, Joseph had finally been exalted over all of his brothers. Dreams we have from God may not instantly occur, but they will happen, if they are from God. When Joseph saw his brothers, he immediately recognized them, but they did not recognize him. Joseph was just a lad of seventeen when his brothers sold him. He, probably, had physically changed considerably. Additionally, he was not dressed as a Hebrew. He would have an Egyptian hair style, as well. As our humanity attests, maturity changes one's looks from age seventeen to thirty-seven. Joseph has every right to throw them in jail and the authority to do so. He chose not to. Even if they thought they might see him, they would not expect him to be a ruler. This was another shadow of Jesus. Jesus brethren rejected him and cast him out, but when he comes again, every knee will bow. The Bible says, this time He is coming as King of kings and Lord of lords. His physical family will not recognize Him. Spiritual Israel will know Him. They deserved this rough treatment that Joseph was giving them. We can see shadows of Jesus in this situation. Jesus fed the multitude. Joseph was feeding the multitudes who did not have food.

Genesis 42:12-17 
12 "And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come." 
13 "And they said, Thy servants [are] twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest [is] this day with our father, and one [is] not." 

14 "And Joseph said unto them, That [is it] that I spake unto you, saying, Ye [are] spies:" 

15 "Hereby ye shall be proved: By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come hither." 

16 "Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may be proved, whether [there be any] truth in you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye [are] spies." 

17 "And he put them all together into ward three days." 

To test them and draw out more information, Joseph accused them four times of being spies sent to see the weakness of the land (42:9, 12, 14, 16). Joseph was giving them a little taste of the suffering that he had for so long. Somewhere along the line, they must repent of their wicked ways, and ask Joseph to forgive them. In an ironic twist, Joseph detained his brothers in a prison, just as they had done in throwing him into a cistern. We aren’t sure what all of Joseph’s motives were: was he paying his brothers back? Trying to orchestrate contact with his younger brother? Attempting to drive his brothers to repent? Perhaps it was some combination of these. What we do know is that God was working through Joseph to bring the brothers to a place where he could use them. God was driving them to a place of repentance, which would ultimately lead to restoration. 
Genesis 42:18-20 
18 "And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; [for] I fear God:" 

19 "If ye [be] true [men], let one of your brethren be bound in the house of your prison: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses:" 

20 "But bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they did so." 

This may seem cruel, but we must remember what happened to him. This was not vengeance; this was teaching them a lesson. Joseph was in the dungeon approx. three years, so he allowed them to spend three days. He still was concerned about their families and sent them corn. They should have realized who he was, when he said "I fear God." They were not expecting to see Joseph, so they didn't notice. 

Genesis 42:21 "And they said one to another, We [are] verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come upon us." 

They suddenly realized this was punishment for what they did to Joseph. They still did not know that this was Joseph. The first step to salvation is being convicted in our hearts of our sins. We must know we have sinned, before we ask forgiveness. 

Genesis 42:22-23 
22 "And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is required." 

23 "And they knew not that Joseph understood [them]; for he spake unto them by an interpreter." 

Joseph was aware of their repentant heart. He still had not revealed himself to them. 

Genesis 42:24 "And he turned himself about from them, and wept; and returned to them again, and communed with them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him before their eyes." 

Joseph could not contain himself. His compassion was great, but he had to continue to teach them a lesson. He would just go into another room, and they could not see him crying for them. 

42: 18-24 After letting his brothers languish in prison for three days, Joseph kept Simeon in custody and sent the others home, charging them to return with Benjamin (42: 19-20, 24). At this point, the brothers began to realize their guilt. Trouble has come to us, they said to one another. We saw [Joseph’s] deep distress when he pleaded with us, but we would not listen (42: 21). They had ignored Joseph’s cry for help, and they saw that they were reaping a similar response during their cry for help against unjust accusations. Joseph, who was present while they discussed this, was able to understand their Hebrew language (though they didn’t realize it). Hearing his brothers express remorse overwhelmed him to the point of tears (42: 23-24). 
Genesis 42:25-28 
25 "Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to restore every man's money into his sack, and to give them provision for the way: and thus did he unto them." 

26 "And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence." 

27 "And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it [was] in his sack's mouth." 

28 "And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; and, lo, [it is] even in my sack: and their heart failed [them], and they were afraid, saying one to another, What [is] this [that] God hath done unto us?" 

They recognized the cause of all this. It is interesting that salvation is a free gift. We cannot buy it. The salvation of these brothers and their families was free, too. Don't you know they were frightened by all of this? There is no way they could understand at this point. Look to the spiritual through these brothers, and see the sinful and dying world. See through Joseph how God had provided a way out. We also, must seek God to see the way out of our situation. A repentant heart is the first step to receiving help. 

42: 25-28 Joseph sent his brothers back to Canaan with grain, just as they had requested, but he also secretly put each man’s silver back in his sack, and gave them provisions for their journey (42: 25). When the brothers noticed that their money had been returned, their hearts sank, because now it really looked like they were spies up to no good (42: 28). 
Genesis 42:29-34 
29 "And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; saying," 

30 "The man, [who is] the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for spies of the country." 

31 "And we said unto him, We [are] true [men]; we are no spies:" 

32 "We [be] twelve brethren, sons of our father; one [is] not, and the youngest [is] this day with our father in the land of Canaan." 

33 "And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye [are] true [men]; leave one of your brethren [here] with me, and take [food for] the famine of your households, and be gone:" 

Genesis 42:34 "And bring your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know that ye [are] no spies, but [that] ye [are] true [men: so] will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffic in the land." 

They reported to Jacob all that had happened.

Genesis 42:35-36 
35 "And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man's bundle of money [was] in his sack: and when [both] they and their father saw the bundles of money, they were afraid." 

36 "And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved [of my children]: Joseph [is] not, and Simeon [is] not, and ye will take Benjamin [away]: all these things are against me." 

The father did not know the how or why, but his statement above shows he blamed the other sons with Jacob's apparent death. 

Genesis 42:37-38 
37 "And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again." 

38 "And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave." 

Jacob had been so deeply hurt for over twenty years at the loss of Joseph. Now they were asking for the only other son of his beloved Rachel. All of this had deeply hurt Jacob, and he would not do it. 

42: 29-38 Returning home without their brother Simeon, Jacob’s sons relayed all that had happened to them (42: 29). When they mentioned the demand of the lord of the country that they must bring back their youngest brother, however, Jacob grew stubborn (42: 33-36). He said, Joseph is gone, and Simeon is gone (42: 36). With two sons lost, Jacob had no desire to see something happen to Benjamin, his youngest. Even with Reuben swearing on the lives of his own two sons (42: 37), Jacob dug in his heels: My son will not go down with you, lest you . . . bring my gray hairs down to Sheol in sorrow (42: 38). God had begun to mold the hearts of Jacob’s sons, but Jacob was proving to be tougher clay. 
QUESTIONS
1. Why did Jacob send to Egypt for corn?
2. Who did he send?
3. Which one stayed home?
4. What was the only important thing at this point?
5. How long had it been since these brothers had seen Joseph? 
6. What position did Joseph hold in Egypt? 

7.  What fulfillment of prophecy occurred when the brothers came before Joseph?

8. Were they aware of whom Joseph was?
9. Why?
10. Joseph being rejected by his brethren and being made ruler of Egypt, was a type and shadow of whom?

13. Joseph told them they would not go forth until what happened?

14. How long did he imprison them?

15. Why did Joseph choose this amount of time?

16. What statement did Joseph make that should have revealed who he was?
17. When he released them, what did he require them to do?
18. If this was not vengeance on Joseph's part, what was it?
19. When do they suddenly realize their anguish is because of what they did to Joseph?

20. Why did they not know Joseph could understand what they said?

21. What emotional effect did this have on Joseph?

22. Besides the corn, what did Joseph restore?

23. When did they realize they had the second thing?

24. What is the first step to receiving forgiveness?

25. When they saw their father, what did they do?

26. When they emptied their sacks and found all the money, what did they feel?

27. What was Jacob's reaction when they asked to take Benjamin?

28. What did Reuben offer as security to prove he would bring Benjamin back?

29. Would Jacob let him go? 
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