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PERFECTION AND INSPECTION

Proverbs 7

Proverbs 7:1 "My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee." 

Proverbs 7:2 "Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye."

Again, we see here the father's love for the son in teaching him the ways of righteousness. It is just as important to know them, remember them, inspect them and learn to apply them. Learning what we never use is of no use to us. God not only expects but He also inspects. Learning of commandments that keep us out of trouble will also save our life. An apple is a beautiful sight in the eye of the receiver. Those who live godly lives are also beautiful in the eyes of the Lord. The eyeball, or globe of the eye, with pupil in center, called "apple" from its round shape. Its great value and careful protection by the eyelids automatically closing when there is the least possibility of danger made it the emblem of that which was most precious and jealously protected. 

Deuteronomy 32:10 (KJV) 
10  He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 

Psalm 17:8 (KJV) 
8  Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings, 

Lamentations 2:18 (KJV) 
18  Their heart cried unto the Lord, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not the apple of thine eye cease. 

Zechariah 2:8 (KJV) 
8  For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 

Proverbs 7:3 "Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart."

In Israel, it is not uncommon to write the Ten Commandments on tablets and wear them like rings on their fingers. The tables of our heart are the very place for all of God's laws to be. The world might do away with our Bibles, but they could not do away with the things we have hidden in our heart.

Psalm 119:11 (KJV) 
11  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 

Proverbs 7:4 "Say unto wisdom, Thou [art] my sister; and call understanding [thy] kinswoman:"

Wisdom should become part of our very being. Wisdom is a gift of God to us and is in our inner most being. Understanding and wisdom go hand in hand. If we are wise, we have understanding.

Proverbs 7:5 "That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger [which] flattereth with her words."

This is a repeat of what was warned about the "strange woman" of Proverbs and “great whore” of Revelation. This Scriptural warning reveals in detail the identity of the Strange Woman. 
Proverbs 2:16-19 (KJV)

16  To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words; 

17  Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God. 
18  For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead. 
19  None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life.

Revelation 19:2 (KJV) 
2  For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. 

Scripture gives us a detailed warning, and also gives us preventive measures, and the antidote as well, against being taken by this Strange Woman. Perhaps the reason this is mentioned so many times is so that the young Godly men will clearly remember these instructions.

1 Kings 11:1-4 (KJV) 
1  But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; 
2  Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. 
3  And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 

4  For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. 

Proverbs 22:14 (KJV) 
14  The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: he that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein. 

Proverbs 23:33 (KJV) 
33  Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. 

Proverbs 7:6 "For at the window of my house I looked through my casement," 

Proverbs 7:7 "And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding," 

Proverbs 7:8 "Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house,"

Proverbs 7:9 "In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night:"

We see a picture here of someone observing from their window a young man who is not filled with the wisdom that we have been reading about, but a man who has no wisdom and understanding. He is a foolish man, spoken of as a simple man here (perhaps unlearned). He has not heeded the warnings about the harlot woman and he goes into her house. Notice he believes that he is hidden by the darkness of the night. Many sins are committed in the dark and regretted in the light.

Proverbs 7:10 "And, behold, there met him a woman [with] the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart."

The attire of a harlot is enticing to man but not pleasing to God. This Scripture does not describe it in detail for us, but we know from scripture that nakedness and immodesty does not please God. When Adam & Eve’s sin severed their fellowship with God, in response to a keen sense of guilt, the first thing they did was try to cover themselves, because they found out they were naked.


Genesis 3:7

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. (KJV)
After God pronounced the curses upon them for their disobedience, the first thing God did was change their covering (fig leaves) to His covering (skins) a blood sacrifice. The coats of skins were God’s provision for restoring Adam’s and Eve’s fellowship with Him and covering their nakedness.  God’s intentions since then is for humanity to be clothed.


Genesis 3:21

Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them. (KJV)

Immodest attire is driven by evil spirits. Spirits that cause one to feel comfortable being naked and dress revealing and provocative.  

Luke 8:26-27 (KJV) 
26  And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. 
27  And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs.

Modest attire is driven by God’s Spirit and does not lend one to ostentation of dress and costly array, but rather be distinguished by a proper Christ like spirit. God wants us to focus on our spirit where true attraction takes place.

Luke 8:35 (KJV) 
Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

Psalm 149:4 (KJV)

For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation.

Modesty transcends all cultures and never goes out of style in God’s eyes. A Christian’s concept of modesty is based in God’s Holiness and should not change with the times, weather or occasion.

1 Timothy 2:9-10 (KJV)

9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;

10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.

1 Peter 3:3 (KJV) 

3  Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 

Proverbs 7:11 "(She [is] loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:" 

Proverbs 7:12 "Now [is she] without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)"

These scriptures describe the Harlot’s behavior. She is “Loud, Stubborn, and Fast”. In other words she is what is commonly referred to as a “Street Woman.”

1 Peter 3:4-5 (KJV) 

4  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 
5  For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:

Proverbs 7:13 "So she caught him, and kissed him, [and] with an impudent face said unto him," 

Proverbs 7:14 "[I have] peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows." 

Proverbs 7:15 "Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee."

We see here a very forward woman. This open display of her lust for him in enticing him in public is sinful.. Peace offerings were offered in the temple and a portion brought home to eat in a ceremonial supper, but not used as a bribe to get a Godly man.

Proverbs 7:16 "I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved [works], with fine linen of Egypt." 

Proverbs 7:17 "I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon." 

Proverbs 7:18 "Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves."

We see here a woman who planned ahead to sin. She had already prepared her bed before she ever saw this young foolish man. This is a way of life with her. Her sleeping arrangements would have cost her a lot of money to prepare. This linen of Egypt symbolizes righteousness of the world which is filthy rags. Linen=righteousness. Egypt = world. This myrrh was expensive perfume which was ordinarily for the wedding bed. Love and lust have been exchanged here. No love exists, this is pure lust. The first thing that is wrong with this is that they are not married to each other.

Proverbs 7:19 "For the goodman [is] not at home, he is gone a long journey:" 

Proverbs 7:20 "He hath taken a bag of money with him, [and] will come home at the day appointed." 

Proverbs 7:21 "With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him."

In a previous lesson, the young men were warned about not listening to this kind of woman with her flattering lips. Now we see in detail how she flatters and then convinces this foolish young man to come in unto her. She first says, "I am here by myself; my husband has gone and won't be back till he spends all of that money he took with him". He finally gives in to her flattering and goes in unto her.

Proverbs 7:22 "He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;"

An ox has no idea that he is going to be killed, until it actually happens. This is the way of this foolish man here. He cannot see the destruction that lies ahead.

Proverbs 7:23 "Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it [is] for his life."

This has been the plot all along, to lure him as a bird is lured into a net and then killed. All the while he has no idea of the plot to kill him.

Proverbs 7:24 "Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth."

Proverbs 7:25 "Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths."

Here, again, is a warning not to go in unto a harlot. A wise heart would not fall into this trap. This is just a warning to stay away from this evil woman. You would have to decline to get to her, for her place is in hell.

Proverbs 7:26 "For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong [men] have been slain by her." 

Proverbs 7:27 "Her house [is] the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death."

Paid adulteresses have ruined many lives. There are many men whose lives have been totally destroyed by visiting this type woman. There is no heavenly home for these women or the men they trick unless they repent and turn from their wicked ways. Death and destruction await her and her victims.

Revelation 2:18-29 (KJV) 
18  And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 
19  I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 

20  Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 

21  And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 
22  Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 
23  And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 
24  But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 

25  But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 
26  And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 
27  And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 

28  And I will give him the morning star. 
29  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

Questions

1. In verse 2, what is to be kept as the apple of his eye?

2. How can we see the father's love for the son?

3. What is this that is to be bound to the fingers?

4. Where is the most important place to put the commandments of God?

5. What are we to call understanding that shows how close it should be to us?

6. What is meant by strange woman?

7. What was seen through the window of his house?

8. This young man was void of what?

9. Why did the young man go, as it was getting dark, to this place?

10. What teaching has this young man forgotten?

11. Who met the young man?

12. How was she dressed?

13. Describe how you feel a harlot would be dressed.

14. Not her dress, but her own character gave a picture of her as well. Describe her.

15. What was the first thing she did when she saw him?

16. Tell what the fine linen and Egypt are symbolic of.

17. How do we know that this woman planned ahead to sin?

18. Where does she say her husband is?

19. How had she forced this young man to go into her home?

20. How is this young man compared to an ox?

21. What has been this evil woman's plot all along?

22. In verse 24 and 25, what warning is repeated?

23. Who have already been slain by her?

24. What 2 things await this evil woman and her victims?
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