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JUDGMENT AND TOMORROW
Proverbs 27
Proverbs 27:1 "Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth."

The scriptures teach that life for tomorrow is not promised. We are encouraged to live for today. Our life is a gift from God and is not our own. The Lord purchased us with His shed blood and we are His, and should live for him. We live or die as He sees fit.
Matthew 6:34 (KJV) 
34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

James 4:13-15 (KJV) 
13  Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 
14  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 
15  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.
1 Corinthians 6:20 (KJV) 
20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
Acts 20:28 (KJV) 
28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
Acts 17:28 (KJV) 
28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 

Proverbs 27:2 "Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and not thine own lips."

It is an indication of pride and conceit if we honor ourselves. Pride and conceit devalues the honor. If another begins to honor you then it is accepted because it comes from an impartial person. Bragging on yourself very unwise and is very close to sinful behavior. Our boasting and praise should be in the Lord.
Psalm 34:2 (KJV) 
2  My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

Psalm 44:8 (KJV) 
8  In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever. Selah. 
Proverbs 11:2 (KJV) 
2  When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the lowly is wisdom. 

Proverbs 16:18 (KJV) 
18  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. 

1 John 2:16 (KJV) 
16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

Proverbs 27:3 "A stone [is] heavy, and the sand weighty; but a fool's wrath [is] heavier than them both."

We see in this that a fool's anger is almost too heavy to bear. No physical weight in this world is as heavy as the weight of the load this angry fool has brought. This heaviness this fool brings on is heaviness of the heart, which is very difficult to bear. Have you ever heard someone say, when you told them good news, you took a load off my mind: This is the same thing.

Proverbs 27:4 "Wrath [is] cruel, and anger [is] outrageous; but who [is] able to stand before envy?"

Wrath and sudden anger are sometimes shown through a big fight, but when the anger goes away the fight is over. Many times those angered with each other makeup, especially if it is husbands and wives. This envy in verse 4 seems to indicate jealousy. Jealousy lingers on and is seldom settled. Jealousy is usually unfounded. It primarily stems from a low self-esteem. Comparing ourselves with those around us is a dangerous thing to do because it brings on sins such as envy, strife, coveting, jealousy, hatred, etc. Be satisfied with where you are in life and you will be much happier.

Proverbs 6:34 (KJV) 
34  For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. 

Song of Songs 8:6 (KJV) 
6  Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame. 

2 Corinthians 11:2 (KJV) 
2  For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

Proverbs 27:5 "Open rebuke [is] better than secret love."

This "open rebuke" is more constructive (edifying) criticism than destructive (punitive) rebuke. A person who truly loves you will try to help you overcome faults in your personality. This is why we are encouraged to confess faults to each other and our sins to God.

James 5:16 (KJV) 
16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
1 John 1:9 (KJV) 
9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

This "secret love" seems to say I am not really interested in you at all. I care for you as long as no one but you and I know it. To me, this is not caring at all. A person who takes someone for granted that they love, will soon find themselves alone. “Open Love” and “Open Rebuke” are God’s way of demonstrating how much He really cares.

Revelation 3:19 (KJV) 
19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 

Hebrews 12:6-8 (KJV) 
6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
7  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 
8  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.
Proverbs 27:6 "Faithful [are] the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy [are] deceitful."

When a friend (a true friend) wounds you for the moment, it is to help you in the long run. As stated in the verse above, constructive criticism is good. It build you up and helps you to improve. An enemy that flatters you with his lips is trying to maneuver you to his advantage. He wants something; and he thinks by flattering you, you will give him whatever it is that he wants.

Proverbs 27:7 "The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet."

When you are over full, even chocolate cake is not inviting. Everyone should know and abide by their limitations. If you are at capacity, don’t allow your senses (taste, smell, see, touch, hear or think) cause you to become gluttonous. 
Proverbs 23:20-21 (KJV) 
20  Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh: 
21  For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.
If a person who has not eaten for a few days has a chance at even a slice of bread, it is very sweet to him. To the hungry man, beans and bread are a feast.
Proverbs 27:8 "As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so [is] a man that wandereth from his place."

We see in the bird leaving the security of home, that out in the world there is great insecurity and uncertainty. At home, you at least know what you have. There is no uncertainty. The prodigal son discovered that this uncertainty of the world was not for him and, like many others who venture away, came crawling back home again. A bird in the hand is always better than 2 birds in the bush. The one you have is certain. The 2 are a big question mark.

Proverbs 27:9 "Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so [doth] the sweetness of a man's friend by hearty counsel."

The smell of perfume makes a person even more pleasant to be around. Good friends who bring you good counsel are always welcome, too. It is wonderful to have a good friend that you can trust their counsel. You have no fear of taking their advice, because you know they have your interest at heart. Everyone needs a friend that he can call on for advice.

Proverbs 27:10 "Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not; neither go into thy brother's house in the day of thy calamity: [for] better [is] a neighbour [that is] near than a brother far off."

We see, here, that long-time family, oriented friendships are to be held in high regard. We see that friendships built on mutual interest and belief are many times stronger than friendship with a blood relation who has no interest in what you are doing and is alien to your belief. Many times a friend will come to your rescue in a calamity quicker than a brother. 

Mark 3:33-35 (KJV) 
33  And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren? 
34  And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 
35  For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.

Acts 20:32 (KJV) 
32  And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 

Proverbs 18:24 (KJV) 
24  A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 

Proverbs 27:11 "My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him that reproacheth me."

We could see from this what Paul felt toward Timothy. Paul taught Timothy well, and he wanted to be glad about the activities of Timothy. A parent, in a sense, is given credit or blame for what our children become. We are their teacher and some of the blame or praise should be ours.

Proverbs 27:12 "A prudent [man] foreseeth the evil, [and] hideth himself; [but] the simple pass on, [and] are punished."

"Prudent" here translated means cunning or crafty. We see a man then that is totally aware of the situation around him. The prudent man is not just going straight ahead with no thought of safety. If he sees danger, he hides and protects himself. In contrast to this, the simple man takes no thought of the direction of his life or even for the dangers which show up along the way. He is punished, because he takes no care at all in his walk. He steps in all the holes.

Proverbs 27:13 "Take his garment that is surety for a stranger, and take a pledge of him for a strange woman."

We see how ridiculous it would be to offer to secure a note for someone you hardly know with the clothes on your back. You could wind up naked and cold. This "strange woman" (prostitute) charges for her affection and will leave him in the, same or worse, shape than the putting up security for a stranger.
Proverbs 27:14 "He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, it shall be counted a curse to him."

First of all, he should wait until later in the day. Perhaps his loud voice has awakened the person he is trying to bless. When he blesses in a loud voice instead of quietly indicates that he wants everyone around to know. This is probably because he wants something in return. This very offensive blessing is probably thought of as a curse instead of a blessing by the receiver. Probably this blessing is in word only.
Proverbs 27:15 "A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike." 
Proverbs 27:16 "Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the ointment of his right hand, [which] bewrayeth [itself]."

This "continual dropping" can just drive you crazy, because it never stops. This contentious woman is the same. She never stops nagging, and she, too, will drive you crazy; because you can't get her stopped. You could stop her from complaining any more than you could stop the wind from blowing. The ointment smells good, and we know it is of a spiritual blessing because of the right hand. “Bewrayeth" means reveals it.

Proverbs 27:17 "Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend."

Iron couldn't be sharpened by aluminum or some softer metal. Friends should choose friends of their same or stronger moral stature. To run around with a fool would not improve you at all. Someone of like beliefs will build you up when you are down. Good friends keep you on your toes doing your best, because they expect the best of you.

Proverbs 27:18 "Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth on his master shall be honoured."

We know that those who take really good care of their fig trees can expect a very good crop. We see the comparison here of the one who works hard for the master and does the masters' wishes shall also be honored. My desire, as the desire of many others who work for God, is that someday we will hear him say, "Well done thy good and faithful servant".

Proverbs 27:19 "As in water face [answereth] to face, so the heart of man to man."

To look into a pool of clear water, man sees his reflection in the water. The feelings of our own heart are the feelings of other man's heart, as well. When we look into a man's heart, we see our heart, as well.

Proverbs 27:20 "Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied."

We see, here, that Satan never stops trying to cause men to sin. The lust of the eyes is what caused the sin in the garden of Eden, and it is still what causes sin. The Lord Jesus said to lust for a woman in your heart was committing adultery with her in your heart. Lust of the flesh causes sin. 
1 John 2:16 (KJV) 
16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

James 1:14-15 (KJV) 
14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 

15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

Proverbs 27:21 "[As] the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so [is] a man to his praise."

Great temperature melts silver in a pot, and fire melts gold, as well. We see in this that heat applied purifies. The trash in the precious metals comes to the top and is skimmed off. We are told that even under great pressure we are to praise God. God inhabits the praises of His people. Praise brings victory.

Hebrews 13:15 "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of [our] lips giving thanks to his name." 
Proverbs 27:22 "Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle, [yet] will not his foolishness depart from him."

"Bray" means butt or pound. You can take a fool and force him to be in a group of Christians (wheat), yet he won't learn a thing. To be changed into a Christian, a person has to be willing. God will not force Himself on us. 
2 Corinthians 8:12 (KJV) 
12  For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.
Proverbs 27:23 "Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, [and] look well to thy herds."

Whatever type of work you do, you should do your very best. In fact you should do it as unto the Lord. If you neglect your flock, you will not have a flock. If you take care of your flock, they will grow and make you wealthy. No one else will look after your things like you will.
Colossians 3:23 (KJV) 
23  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 

Proverbs 27:24 "For riches [are] not for ever: and doth the crown [endure] to every generation?"

We see, here, that just because you have riches doesn't mean that you always will. If you do not take care of what God has entrusted you with, you will find one day that all your wealth has vanished. The crown endures as long as wise rulers stay aware of the needs of their people. People will overthrow rule if it is cruel or unfair.

Proverbs 27:25 "The hay appeareth, and the tender grass sheweth itself, and herbs of the mountains are gathered."

The hay is grass that is seasoned and stored for the winter feeding, the grass springs forth again. At a different time, the herbs of the mountain are gathered. We see the farmer makes preparation to feed his animals year round.

Proverbs 27:26 "The lambs [are] for thy clothing, and the goats [are] the price of the field."
Lambs grow wool, and they are sheared to make clothing. It appears that the goats are more easily reproduced, and the owner can sell them and pay for the field. Believers are called sheep, and non-believers are called goats.

Proverbs 27:27 "And [thou shalt have] goats' milk enough for thy food, for the food of thy household, and [for] the maintenance for thy maidens."

It appears that goat's milk is the main stay of the meals there, like cow's milk is in the United States. The young maidens milked these goats. Goats were not eaten daily, but were cooked and eaten in some of the sacrifices.

Questions

1. Why should we not boast of tomorrow?

2. What does it appear to be if we praise ourselves?
3. What kind of weight is spoken of in the fool's wrath?
4. Wrath is ________ and anger _________.
5. What is better than secret love?
6. What is meant by faithful wounds of a friend?
7. The _________ of an enemy are deceitful.
8. The full soul loatheth _________________.

9. Why is everything sweet to the hungry?
10. When the bird leaves the nest, he leaves the ______of home.
11. Who are we not to forsake in verse 10?
12. What does "prudent" mean in verse 12?
13. Who is the "strange woman" in verse 13?
14. In verse 15, what is a contentious woman like?
15. What type of blessings are right hand blessings?
16. What sharpens iron?
17. Where are we told is never full in verse 20?
18. What does the author see in verse 22?
19. What is hay in verse 25?
20. Verse 26 tells us lambs are for ____________.
21. Who are sheep and goats, spiritually? 
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