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“BETTER DAYS ARE COMING”

Isaiah 40:1-17

Isaiah 40:1 "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God."

We know that the only true comfort that any of us have, is through the Spirit of God. Jesus promised to send us a Comforter, which is the Spirit of God. 
John 14:16 (KJV) 
16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

John 14:26 (KJV) 
26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

John 15:26 (KJV) 
26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

John 16:7 (KJV) 
7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

Notice, that God has not abandoned them. He calls them my people. He, also, is saying to them that He is their God. He will not let them down. Have you already noticed the hope that springs up in this chapter {like grace}?

Isaiah 40:2 "Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins."

Isaiah is looking beyond the Babylonian captivity here. He says that Jerusalem has received forgiveness, or even better, total pardon. God had allowed them the terrible warfare to bring them closer to the knowledge of the fact they needed Him. The payment of double was all the trouble they had. Notice, that Isaiah is speaking as if this has already happened, because of the certainty of the prophecy. I always like to take note of where their trouble had really come from. It was from the LORD, to cause them to repent. Praise God! there is a Light at the end of the tunnel for these people. They are not forsaken of God, they are forgiven.

Isaiah 40:3 "The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God."

Isaiah is suddenly looking a few hundred years ahead, and seeing John the Baptist. He is the voice crying in the wilderness proclaiming the coming of Christ, their Messiah. This was the very message that John had brought. There is a way that leads to God. It is like a highway. The way is narrow and straight. Even though it would be a few hundred years until Messiah would come, it was not too early for these people of God to prepare the way. It is time to cry out again. Repent and prepare for the coming of the Lord. It may not be next year when Christ comes back, but it is time to prepare. He is coming back as King of kings and Lord of lords.

Isaiah 40:4 "Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:"

These valleys and mountains probably represent people. The lofty will be brought down, and the humble exalted. There will be no obstacle too great for God to accomplish when He comes. It is strange that the Lord is speaking here, that the obstacles the Law made before us will be removed by the beautiful gift of grace through Jesus Christ. There was a mountain of obligations in the Old Testament for God's people to keep. Grace clears the way. The Light of Jesus shows us the way.
Isaiah 40:5 "And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see [it] together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken [it]."

When God speaks, there is no doubt. God is not a man. 

Numbers 23:19 "God [is] not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do [it]? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?" 
In the person of Jesus Christ, God revealed Himself to man. 
Colossians 2:9 "For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
Hebrews 1:3 "Who being the brightness of [his] glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;" 
The glory of the Lord is revealed to mankind in the appearance of Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 40:6 "The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh [is] grass, and all the goodliness thereof [is] as the flower of the field:" 
Isaiah 40:7 "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people [is] grass."

The voice cried the necessity of mankind to repent and accept the salvation offered through Jesus Christ our Lord. Mankind cannot save itself. The study of the laws and ordinances in the Old Testament show us that no flesh can be saved by keeping the law. Mankind had to have a Saviour. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Our only hope is in Jesus. He became our Substitute for our sin on the cross. Without salvation in Jesus, we would be like the flower of grass that withers and dies. Life is in Jesus. Our eternal life is in the Spirit of Christ within us.

Isaiah 40:8 "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever."

The following Scripture shows the eternity of the Word of God. 
Luke 21:33 "Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away."

All of God's creation may wither and die, but His Word is eternal. The steadfastness of God's Word is a comfort to all who believe.
Isaiah 40:9 "O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift [it] up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!"

"Zion" is symbolic of the church, and is many times speaking of Jerusalem, as well. The good news of the gospel does come through the church and from Jerusalem. The presentation of the Messiah, or Jesus Christ, was from Jerusalem. This is a proclamation to all who will believe. Jesus was "Emmanuel" {God with us}.

Isaiah 40:10 "Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong [hand], and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward [is] with him, and his work before him."

"The Lord's arm", Right Hand, etc. all are speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ. The work that was before Him is the work of the 6 hours on the cross, when he purchased our salvation for us. His reward is for anyone who will dare to believe.

Isaiah 40:11 "He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry [them] in his bosom, [and] shall gently lead those that are with young."

Again, Jesus is the great Shepherd. Notice in the following Scripture, that Jesus is the great Shepherd and the believers are His sheep. 
Matthew 25:32 "And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth [his] sheep from the goats:"
In the following Scripture, Jesus calls Himself the good Shepherd. 
John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." Notice in the following Scripture, how the good Shepherd keeps His sheep from straying. 
I Peter 2:25 "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." 
You can easily see from all this that Jesus is the Shepherd.

Isaiah 40:12 "Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?"

The Creator God is spoken of Here. We know from John that the Word of God created all things. The Word of God is the One we know as Jesus. He is so great that his perfect measurements keeps all of the universe in perfect order. He created the water, and placed it where He wanted it. All of His calculations are perfect. Though He is big enough to create the universe and all that is in it, He is small enough to live within my heart.
Isaiah 40:13 "Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or [being] his counsellor hath taught him?"

Isaiah 40:14 "With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding ?"

No man. God has done it all. It was not necessary for Him to take counsel from anyone. Jesus is Truth and Wisdom to the utmost. He is also the Judge of all the earth. Each of us will stand before Jesus to be judged. He is the One who will say, heaven or hell for each of us.

Isaiah 40:15 " Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing."

To compare the creation to the Creator is a foolish thing. Even the entire earth is but a small creation compared to the entire universe. His Omnipotence is more than we can begin to comprehend.
Isaiah 40:16 " And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering."

Lebanon has been a thorn in the side of Israel. This is speaking of it as an enemy of God.

Isaiah 40:17 " All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity."

We read that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Philippians 2:10 "That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;" 

Philippians 2:11 "And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."
QUESTIONS
1. What is the only true comfort that any of us have?

2. Who is the Comforter?
3. What statement, in verse 1, lets us know that God has not abandoned them?
4. In verse 3, who is Isaiah looking ahead and seeing?
5. The valleys and mountains, in verse 4, are what?
6. The _______ will be brought down, and the ________ exalted.
7. There was a _________ of obligations to be kept in the Old Testament.
8.  __________ clears the way.
9. Who does verse 5 say the Lord will be revealed to?
10. In the person of _________ __________, God revealed Himself to man.
11. What is all flesh called in verse 6?
12. Why does the flower fade in verse 7?
13. Mankind had to have a _________.
14. _____ have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
15. Life is in _________.
16. What is "Zion" symbolic of?
17. What does "Emmanuel" mean?
18. What is the "Lord's Arm" speaking of?
19. Who is the great Shepherd?
20. You can easily see Jesus is the _____________, from these Scriptures.
21. Who is verse 12 speaking of?
22. Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD.
23. Who taught God judgment?
24. Jesus is __________ and _________ to the utmost.
25. Who is Judge of all the earth?
26. The nations are as a drop of a __________.
27. He taketh up the isles as a very ______ _______.
28. To compare the __________ to the ________ is a foolish thing.
29. Compared to the universe, what is the earth?
30. All nations before Him are as __________.
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