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“DO IT RIGHT OR DIE WRONG!”
Leviticus 16:1-14
Leviticus 16:1 "And the LORD spake unto Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they offered before the LORD, and died;" 

The emphasis in this chapter is on the necessity of sin being atoned for so that God’s people may be forgiven and reconciled to him. In Leviticus 10 two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu brought strange fire into the temple, and a fire came out from God and killed them. 
Leviticus 10:1-3
1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not.
2 And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.
We must remember that they had been instructed on the holiness of God, and they disregarded that. The Hebrew word translated “strange” means “unauthorized, foreign, or profane.” God not only rejected their sacrifice; He found it so offensive that He consumed the two men with fire. After Nadab and Abihu were killed, Moses explained to Aaron why God had done such a harsh thing: 
Leviticus 10:3 “Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace.”
The exact nature of the profane fire isn’t known, but, since it was the fire that was unauthorized, it could be that Nadab and Abihu were burning the incense with fire of their own making rather than taking fire from the altar, as specified in verse 12 Or it could have been that the two men came into the tabernacle drunk. Whatever it was the men did to render the offering profane, it was a sign of their disregard for the utter holiness of God and the need to honor and obey Him in solemn and holy fear. Their carelessness and irreverence precipitated their tragic death in the house of God. We also remember that Aaron was not allowed to grieve for them, or to bury them. He was separated for the things of God, and their cousins came and got them in their coats. 

Leviticus 16:2 "And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy [place] within the veil before the mercy seat, which [is] upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat." 

God set the regulations for the Day of Atonement in the context of priestly disobedience and made it inextricably clear to Aaron that he must follow the Lord’s commands to the letter. Moses and Aaron had the same mother and father; Amram and Jochebed. They were of the tribe of Levi. Aaron was the central figure in this drama of redemption. He could not enter whenever he wanted into the holy place behind the curtain where the ark of the covenant was. If he did, he would die. Why? Because, the Lord said, I appear there in the cloud above the mercy seat—the gold cover over the ark. In other words, this small cubicle in the tabernacle, and later the temple, literally housed the glorious, holy presence of God. Thus, God alone would decide who could enter his throne room and under what circumstances it could happen. The veil that separated the holy place and the holy of holies symbolized the flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ. Everything in the holy of holies must be pure gold or 24kt. pure gold overlay. Where God dwelled must be holy. Gold means the purity of God. This warning could have been given to Aaron just after the death of his sons. 

Leviticus 16:3 "Thus shall Aaron come into the holy [place]: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering." 

In keeping with God’s demand for purity, Aaron had to first offer sacrifices for himself and his family. Aaron will not only represent himself before God, but will be the entire congregation's representative, as well. Of course, this young bullock symbolizes the Lord Jesus Christ who was our sin offering. Jesus took our sin upon His body that we might receive His righteousness. The ram for the burnt offering is, also, symbolic of the Lord as our burnt offering. When Abraham was about to offer his son Isaac to the Lord, God stopped him and gave him a ram substitute. 
Genesis 22:13 "And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind [him] a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son." 

This ram will be totally burned up as a sweet savour to the Lord. This offering shows the total surrender to God by the person being offered for. In the sin offering Jesus is our Saviour, in the burnt offering He is our Lord. 

Leviticus 16:4 "He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these [are] holy garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and [so] put them on." 

When Aaron is representing God to the people in the sanctuary, he wears the fancy garment of the high priest. That garment was the one with the breastplate with the 12 stones. It, also, had the ouches of gold on each shoulder with the twelve tribes of Israel engraved on the stones. The high priest carried the people he represented on his shoulders and on his heart at all times. When the high priest appears in the holy of holies before God for his sins and the sins of the people, he wears a very different garment. The garment the high priest wears when he presents the people and himself before God, is very plain. The linen in the garment, in the britches, and in the mitre shows righteousness. Whereas regular priests were to rinse their hands and feet with water drawn from the holy basin (Exodus 30:18-21), the high priest was to bathe his entire body in preparation for this event. After bathing, he was to wear the proper vestments reserved for this occasion. This washing of his body, before he puts on the garment, symbolizes water baptism. When we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, we are baptized in water and we put on the robe of righteousness that Jesus provided for us. In Revelation 7:14 this robe is so white, because it has been washed in the blood of the Lamb. This garment the high priest wears, shows that we stand before God with nothing cleansing us, but the blood of Jesus. We stand in the robe of all believers that Jesus has provided. No flesh must be showing. Flesh has been left behind. We are a Spirit man. 

Leviticus 16:5-10
5 "And he shall take of the congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering." 
6 "And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which [is] for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for his house." 

7 "And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD [at] the door of the tabernacle of the congregation." 
8 "And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat." 

9 "And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him [for] a sin offering." 

10 "But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make an atonement with him, [and] to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness." 

Obedience is everything in this ritual. God made provision for a proper entry into His very presence. The preparation of the high priest was meticulous. He had to come at the proper time and bring the appropriate sacrifices for himself and the other priests. The fate of the two goats pictures both atonement and expiation. He not only takes a sacrifice of the goats, and a ram for us, but takes one for himself, as well. We must see in this, that his offering for himself and his household must be made first, before he would be worthy to make offering for the congregation. Notice that the offering for the high priest is the same as the offering for the whole congregation. We must, also, see that the daily sacrifices were not enough. The fact that this offering was made just one day a year foreshadows the fact that Jesus would make one perfect offering for all time for everyone. The high priest cast lots to determine the fate of each. Though the priest cast lots to determine the fate of the goats, the determination belonged to the Lord. One was brought for a sin offering. The atonement consisted, however, not only in the shed blood of the first goat (in the ritual of the purification offering), but also in the removal of sin and guilt by the second goat that was sent away (picturing the removal of sins). This goat being set free and driven into the wilderness with the sins on him, show the life we receive in Jesus. The high priest laid his hands upon the goat confessing the sins of the people and then released the goat and drove him into the wilderness. Both of the goats made up the sin offering. We remember in the 2 goats, that one represents death and the other represents life. We are dead in sins and trespasses, until we accept Jesus as our perfect sacrifice. The animal that is killed represents the fact that we were dead in sin. The scapegoat represents life. We have been set free to live for Jesus. These goats are offered before the brazen altar at the door of the tabernacle. 

Leviticus 16:11-12 
11 "And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin offering, which [is] for himself, and shall make an atonement for himself, and for his house, and shall kill the bullock of the sin offering which [is] for himself:" 

12 "And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring [it] within the veil:" 

The priest could not go into the holy of holies without blood for his sins and the sins of the people. This bullock is killed at the brazen altar, the blood from the animal will be brought into the holy of holies. It is very important to remember that the blood of animals can only cover sin. The blood of Jesus Christ does away with sin. Aaron entered and left the most holy place three times during the day’s sacrifices and rituals. The first time was to burn fragrant incense before the Lord. The smoke from the incense burning will separate Aaron from the full view of God. The presence of God is in the holy of holies. When he put the sweet incense on the coals, the smoke made a veil where he could not see the face of God. 

Leviticus 16:13 "And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that [is] upon the testimony, that he die not:" 

If he entered without blood, or in any way did not fulfill all the requirements of God, he would die. The mercy seat covered the ark of the covenant and the Spirit of God hovered in the smoke above the mercy seat. The holy of holies was closed off to everyone except the high priest and was even closed to him except for one time a year. Thank goodness, Jesus opened the way into the very presence of God for all believers when he was crucified. 
Matthew 27:51 "And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;" 

This veil had kept all out, except the high priest. The veil symbolized the flesh of Jesus. We can go boldly before the Father now in the name of Jesus. 

Leviticus 16:14 "And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle [it] with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times." 

The second time was to get some of the bull’s blood from his sin offering and sprinkle it against the east side of the mercy seat and before the mercy seat seven times. This sprinkling 7 times on the mercy seat symbolizes the complete work of mercy that Jesus gave all who will believe. This blood sprinkled completed the sacrifice for sin for that year for the priest and the congregation. The blood of the perfect Lamb {Jesus Christ} completed the sacrifice for all time for all who believe. 

QUESTIONS

1. What had happened to 2 of Aaron's sons, when they offered before the Lord?
2. Why had the LORD killed them?
3. Who did the LORD call Aaron in verse 2?
4. What did He warn Aaron not to do?
5. Who were Moses' parents?
6. What did the veil that separated the holy place and the holy of holies symbolize?
7. Who will Aaron represent before God?
8. Jesus took our ___ upon His body that we might receive His  ________.
9. In the sin offering, Jesus is our _______.
10. In the burnt offering, He is our ____.
11. What shall Aaron wear in the holiest place?
12. What does the white linen symbolize?
13. Before he puts on the garment, what shall he do?
14. In the holiest place Aaron is representing ___ ____ to ___.
15. After we Christians are baptized, what do we put on?
16. What is offered for a sin offering for the congregation?
17. What does the fact that this offering inside the veil is made just one time a year foreshadow?
18. What is the fate of the two goats?
19. How does Aaron determine which goat shall die?
20. What does the scapegoat symbolize?
21. Who was the substitute for the Christian?
22. What symbolism can we see in the goat being set free in the wilderness?
23. Why did Aaron carry the censer full of coals and the incense into the holiest place?
24. How many times was Aaron to sprinkle the blood before the mercy seat? 
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