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A SABBATH FOR THE LORD
Leviticus 25
Leviticus 25:1 "And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying," 

Leviticus 25:2 "Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto the LORD."

Since this law was separated from the other laws given at mount Sinai, it was important to state here that this was, also, given at mount Sinai. It would be impossible to let the land rest, before they owned any land, so, of course, this law was to be in force, after they came to the promised land. The sabbath was not only for the people and the land, it is, also, associated with the 6000 years of the earth in a state of work, and then the 1000 years of rest during the millennium reign of Jesus Christ.

Leviticus 25:3 "Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof;" 

Leviticus 25:4 "But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a Sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard."

The land is God's and the fulness thereof. This sabbath of rest for the land certainly drives home the fact, that God wants us to set aside a time for nothing but worshipping Him and rest for our body. This also lets us know that God has a schedule that we must abide by. For the covenant of blessings from God to be activated in their lives, or in fact in our lives, this time of worshipping God must be observed.

Leviticus 25:5 "That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: [for] it is a year of rest unto the land."

Perhaps, this, was to be for the widows, orphans, and strangers passing by. The Israelite was strictly forbidden to even gather that which grew voluntarily.
Leviticus 25:6 "And the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee,"

The food provided by this bountiful harvest the year before will be sufficient for the owner of the land's family, and all of his servants, and all of these other people listed in the verse above. It appears, also, that all of these people took a year of rest, as well. This would give them plenty of time to hear the law completely read again, and then to think upon the things of God. It should, also, teach them, that God truly is their provider, and not just the work that they did in the fields provided the food. Except God bless the harvest, there would not be a crop, anyway.

Leviticus 25:7 "And for thy cattle, and for the beast that [are] in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be meat."

The reproduction of cattle, and other animals is directly brought about by God. We see from this that this type of animal is put on the earth, so that man will have meat to eat.

Leviticus 25:8 "And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years."

Seven is a spiritual number. These seven sevens would just magnify the spirituality of this time. We see then, that during these 49 years, work was to be done only 42 of the years.
Leviticus 25:9 "Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth [day] of the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land."

This blowing of the trumpet would pronounce the beginning of the year of jubile. This is the seventh month by the spiritual calendar. This was, also, the first month of their civil calendar. Day of atonement was an extremely important time for these Israelites. This was the one time of the year when the high priest carried the blood into the holy of holies for the sins of the people and for his own sins, as well. We find from the statement {throughout the land} that this was not just a local celebrated day, but all must observe this day. This jubile would be a new beginning for those who will be set free.

Leviticus 25:10 "And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout [all] the land unto all the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family."

This is total restoration. Not only are they set free, but their land is returned to them, as well. Hallow means to make clean. This could be ceremonially clean, as well as physically clean.

Leviticus 25:11 "A jubile shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather [the grapes] in it of thy vine undressed." 

Leviticus 25:12 " For it [is] the jubile; it shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field."

It seems that there was a separation between, using this foodstuff for a cash crop and just eating it. It appears that it was alright to eat the food that voluntarily grew, but not to harvest it. The stranger, the widow, or any who did not have food, could eat it also.

Leviticus 25:13 "In the year of this jubile ye shall return every man unto his possession."

This was not an option. This was law for the Israelites. The land was purchased for the amount of time left in the jubile. It was more like a lease, than a sale.

Leviticus 25:14 "And if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest [ought] of thy neighbour's hand, ye shall not oppress one another:"

Leviticus 25:15 "According to the number of years after the jubile thou shalt buy of thy neighbour, [and] according unto the number of years of the fruits he shall sell unto thee:" Leviticus 25:16 "According to the multitude of years thou shalt increase the price thereof, and according to the fewness of years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for [according] to the number [of the years] of the fruits doth he sell unto thee." 
Leviticus 25:17 "Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for I [am] the LORD your God."

All of this is saying, that within the 50 years, before another jubile, there would be 42 crops. The amount of money for the use of the land then should be determined by what the crop would produce before another jubile. If it was just 5 years to jubile, pay for the number of crops produced in that 5 years. He was trying to teach them that they were brothers, and as brothers, they should have compassion one for another. The main reason for them obeying God, is because they feared Him. The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.

Leviticus 25:18 "Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, and keep my judgments, and do them; and ye shall dwell in the land in safety." 

Leviticus 25:19 "And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety."

The main lesson to be learned in this, is the fact that God will keep the covenant with them, and bless them, if they keep the statutes He has placed upon them. He reminds them of some of the blessings they will receive when they keep His statutes. They will never go hungry, and they will dwell in the land safely. The following Scriptures say it best. 
Psalms 37:25 "I have been young, and [now] am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."

Proverbs 16:7 "When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him."

Leviticus 25:20 "And if ye shall say, What shall we eat the seventh year? behold, we shall not sow, nor gather in our increase:" 
Leviticus 25:21 "Then I will command my blessing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall bring forth fruit for three years."

We see that God is proving to them, over and over again, that He is their provider. God is saying here, that if they will keep this sabbath for the land, they will not lose any of their crop at all. God will have the crop on the 6th year to bring three times as much as it would on an ordinary year. This would be a beautiful year of rest, that they would not have to be thinking of the commercial side of life. They could rest and keep their minds and hearts stayed on God.

Leviticus 25:22 "And ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat [yet] of old fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits come in ye shall eat [of] the old [store]."

In the last lesson, we were learning about the jubile. In the seventh, seventh year, they were not only to rest that year, but on jubile, as well, which was the fiftieth year. God had promised, if they would follow His commands, he would keep His covenant with them. On the 48th year their crop would be so bountiful, that they would have 3 years supply of food to carry  them through this time of rest. At the end of jubile, they were to plant their crops again. They would be cared for by the store of food from the year that provided 3 years' supply.
Leviticus 25:23 "The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land [is] mine; for ye [are] strangers and sojourners with me."

The land could only be sold for the amount of time left until jubile. All the land reverted to the original owner at jubile. The land really was just on loan, or as we would say, {long term leased}.
Leviticus 25:24 "And in all the land of your possession ye shall grant a redemption for the land."

The land was definitely not to be sold for an extended period. Each sale would have to bear a clause that the land would revert to the original owner on jubile.
Leviticus 25:25 "If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away [some] of his possession, and if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold."

This is a further exclusion that was to be in every transaction. If a person, because of poverty, had to sell their land, there was a clause stating, if he or some of his relatives could raise the money to buy it back, he could. This was a conditional sale. They were to have compassion for each other, and help each other. This was one of the things that separated these people from the world. The world dealt hard and would not sell back, but an Israelite thought of his brother's needs before his own.
Leviticus 25:26 "And if the man have none to redeem it, and himself be able to redeem it;" 
Leviticus 25:27 "Then let him count the years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto the man to whom he sold it; that he may return unto his possession."

As we read in a previous lesson, they were to deal fairly with each other. They were not to charge each other interest, or want the better end of the deal. They were to figure out how many harvests would come and pay an equal portion of the time left until jubile.
Leviticus 25:28 "But if he be not able to restore [it] to him, then that which is sold shall remain in the hand of him that hath bought it until the year of jubile: and in the jubile it shall go out, and he shall return unto his possession."

This is just saying, if he cannot raise the money to buy it back, he can wait and get it back at jubile.
Leviticus 25:29 "And if a man sell a dwelling house in a walled city, then he may redeem it within a whole year after it is sold; [within] a full year may he redeem it." 
Leviticus 25:30 "And if it be not redeemed within the space of a full year, then the house that [is] in the walled city shall be established for ever to him that bought it throughout his generations: it shall not go out in the jubile."

We see that houses in cities are under a total different set of rules. The year of grace, if you will, is to see if the person selling is content without the house. This is a little like the law of truth in lending in our time. There is a period of grace to make sure the person is satisfied with the deal. Many older people in our society today are selling their longtime homes. Sometimes it would be good if they could have a year to think it over, before the deal would be final forever. Sometimes, if they could, they would get their old house back. There are so many memories that they would stand a few inconveniences. At any rate, this selling of the house in a city was a final sale after one year. The house would not be returned to the original owner at jubile.

Leviticus 25:31 "But the houses of the villages which have no wall round about them shall be counted as the fields of the country: they may be redeemed, and they shall go out in the jubile."

A house with acreage, or a house in the country, fell into the same law as acreage. It would be restored at jubile.
Leviticus 25:32 "Notwithstanding the cities of the Levites, [and] the houses of the cities of their possession, may the Levites redeem at any time." 
Leviticus 25:33 "And if a man purchase of the Levites, then the house that was sold, and the city of his possession, shall go out in [the year of] jubile: for the houses of the cities of the Levites [are] their possession among the children of Israel."

We see one exception to the house in town. Since the tribe of Levi had no land inheritance, their house was part of their inheritance, so they had a right to redeem it any time. If they were not financially able to redeem it, they received it back at jubile. It was, in effect, their land.
Leviticus 25:34 "But the field of the suburbs of their cities may not be sold; for it [is] their perpetual possession."

The cities or the land surrounding the city, which would someday be part of the city, could not be sold. This is very similar to an individual in a church cannot sell the church. This city belonged to all the Levitical tribe to use as long as they lived. The Levite's work was in the sanctuary, or temple. They were not to work in the fields. They lived of things of the sanctuary.
Leviticus 25:35 "And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt relieve him: [yea, though he be] a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with thee."

We see the teaching about families here. They were to help each other, not turn them out to the world. The following is a New Testament teaching on the same thing. 
I Timothy 5:8 "But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel." 
We must never turn our brothers and sisters away when they are in need.

Leviticus 25:36 "Take thou no usury of him, or increase: but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with thee."

Usury, in the Scripture above, means interest on a debt. They were not to try to make money of this brother who is already in bad financial shape. They were to help each other.
Leviticus 25:37 Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals for increase.

In other words, feed him and don't charge him later for the food. It seems that any money loaned to him was to be loaned without interest. This is his brother. He is not to leave him in worse shape by charging interest on the loan.
Leviticus 25:38 "I [am] the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, [and] to be your God."

We see from this, that God reminds these people, what you have and what you are is because God blessed you. God has gone into covenant with these people to bless the people. The only thing they have to do is to believe God and keep His commandments. We Christians are in covenant relation with God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Our covenant was sealed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. Our part of the covenant, we must keep is spoken of in 
Romans 10:9 "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." 
Romans 10:10 "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 
Romans 10:11 "For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be

ashamed." 
Romans 10:12 "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him."

Romans 10:13 "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

Leviticus 25:39 "And if thy brother [that dwelleth] by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee; thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant:" 
Leviticus 25:40 "[But] as an hired servant, [and] as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, [and] shall serve thee unto the year of jubile:"

Whether you are for slavery or not, does not enter into this lesson. At the time this was written, it was the practice to have slaves. We see from the verse above, that Hebrews who were sold into slavery to their Hebrew brothers, were to be treated as brothers. They were not to be treated like the Roman slaves or the Egyptian slaves. In this God is reminding them that all men are His. The Hebrew would serve up to seven years, or if jubile occurred earlier, they were freed at jubile. Not only were they freed from slavery, but their land was returned to them, as well. They would be back on equal footing at jubile.

Leviticus 25:41 "And [then] shall he depart from thee, [both] he and his children with him, and shall return unto his own family, and unto the possession of his fathers shall he return."

We see from this a further separation. Even though a child had been born to him in captivity, the child still belonged to the man who was freed. In fact, his whole family was freed with him. He and his family would move back on to the land of his inheritance at jubile.
Leviticus 25:42 "For they [are] my servants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: they shall not be sold as bondmen." 
Leviticus 25:43 "Thou shalt not rule over him with rigour; but shalt fear thy God."

These people were God's. In fact, all of humanity are God's servants. If they ruled over their brother harshly, they would have to deal with God, whose servant they were.

Leviticus 25:44 "Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt have, [shall be] of the heathen that are round about you; of them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids."

An Israelite could own slaves who were not Israelites. That is what bondwoman or bondman means. They had no special privileges. A bondman would be their property.
Leviticus 25:45 "Moreover of the children of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their families that [are] with you, which they begat in your land: and they shall be your possession."

These bondmen or bondwomen were actually the possession of the person who purchased them. They were their property as long as they lived in most cases. These bondmen and bondwomen could not be Israelites. They had to be of another nationality. Even though an Israelite was poor and had to work for another Israelite, they were brothers, and must be treated as such.
Leviticus 25:46 "And ye shall take them as an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit [them for] a possession; they shall be your bondmen for ever: but over your brethren the children of Israel, ye shall not rule one over another with rigour."

When the person died, that owned the bondman or bondwoman, the bondman or bondwoman were to be given to the family of their owner. This was part of their inheritance, just as a piece of land was.
Leviticus 25:47 "And if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother [that dwelleth] by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the stranger [or] sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger's family:"

Leviticus 25:48 "After that he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his brethren may redeem him:" 
Leviticus 25:49 "Either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or [any] that is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him; or if he be able, he may redeem himself."

We see from this, that many times, people who were not Israelites, who were living as neighbors to the Israelites, were successful and sometimes bought an Israelite, who was poor. In this case, the sale would be conditional. The Israelite could be redeemed at any time, he or some of his relatives, could raise the money to buy him back.

Leviticus 25:50 "And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that he was sold to him unto the year of jubile: and the price of his sale shall be according unto the number of years, according to the time of an hired servant shall it be with him."

The price of the Israelite, even though a stranger had bought him, would be figured by the number of years until jubile, when he would have to be set free anyway. If the Israelite had been sold to another Israelite, he would go free after 7 years, or at jubile. The difference when a stranger bought him, was that he would not be set free until jubile. The Israelite could not be sold for a bondman or bondwoman. They were to be treated as servants, not bond people.
Leviticus 25:51 "If [there be] yet many years [behind], according unto them he shall give again the price of his redemption out of the money that he was bought for."

We see that the person, who bought him, would be paid the full price, if most of the time was still left until jubile.
Leviticus 25:52 "And if there remain but few years unto the year of jubile, then he shall count with him, [and] according unto his years shall he give him again the price of his redemption."

We see that, if the time was a short time, the price would be figured according to the time left before jubile.
Leviticus 25:53 "[And] as a yearly hired servant shall he be with him: [and the other] shall not rule with rigour over him in thy sight."

Israelites belong to God. They were not to be treated like the stranger's property, even though he had bought him. He was to be as a paid servant.

Leviticus 25:54 "And if he be not redeemed in these [years], then he shall go out in the year of jubile, [both] he, and his children with him."

As we said a little earlier in this lesson, the Israelite belonged to God. He could not be sold for forever. Even though the stranger was not an Israelite, he had to abide by the rules of the Israelite in this situation. This land belonged to the Israelites. God had given it to them. This stranger was living in the Israelites' land. He must abide by the laws of Israel.
Leviticus 25:55 "For unto me the children of Israel [are] servants; they [are] my servants whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: I [am] the LORD your God."

God had paid the price for them, when He brought them out with a mighty hand from Egypt to this land of promise. These are God's chosen people. God is the God of everyone, but the Hebrew {Israelite} was His people that He chose to give the law to. In Romans, we read over and over {to the Jew first and then to the Gentile. These are God's people. He is their protector.

Questions

1. Where was Moses, when God spoke to him in verse 1?

2. When was the practice of the sabbath of the land to be carried out?
3. What two things are specifically mentioned not to do in verse 4?
4. The land is ___________ and the fulness thereof.
5. For the covenant of God to be activated in their lives, what must they do?
6. What does the number 7 mean spiritually?
7. What does the statement {throughout the land} tell us?
8. In a 50 year span, how many crops could be produced?
9. What year was jubile?
10. Why was the land not to be sold forever?
11. What did the Lord call the Israelites in verse 23?
12. What happened to the land at jubile?
13. What clause was in all land sales by the Israelites?
14. Who could redeem the land for them, if they were very poor and sold the land?
15. What would be the redemption price, if he could raise the money to buy it back?
16. What 3 things did God remind these people of in verse 38?
17. Who are we Christians in covenant relation with?
18. What are we obligated to do to keep the covenant with Him?
19. Those who bought another Israelite for a servant was not to treat them as what?
20. What else happened to the Hebrew that was freed?
21. God warned not to rule over them with _____.
22. What was the difference in a bondman and a servant?
23. Was it possible for a stranger to buy a Hebrew?
24. Why did the stranger in the land have to abide by God's law?
25. Who are God's chosen people?
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